	Overview of the Mississippi Addiction Treatment System (SSA)

	Under what department is the SSA located in Mississippi? How is it organized? What are its stated vision/mission/priorities?
How is this agency organized? Into what departments?

The Mississippi Department of Mental Health has three major Bureaus: the Bureau of Mental Health, the Bureau of Mental Retardation and the Bureau of Finance and Administration. Within the Bureau of Mental Health, the Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services (the Division) administers the public system of alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment services.

Vision Statement:

The goal of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health is to provide a continuum of community-based accessible services.

Stated Mission:

The Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services is responsible for establishing, maintaining, monitoring and evaluating a statewide system of alcohol and drug abuse services, including prevention, treatment and rehabilitation. The Division has designed a system of services for alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment reflecting its philosophy that alcohol and drug abuse is a treatable and preventable illness. 

Priorities Program Areas of the Agency:
The Division provides technical assistance on the development and implementation of employee assistance programs to state agencies and other interested organizations. In order to carry out its administrative duties effectively, the Division believes it must adhere to a commitment to quality care, cost-effective services, and the health and welfare of individuals through the reduction of alcohol and drug abuse. All community-based services are provided through a grant/contract with other state agencies, local public agencies, and nonprofit organizations.

A variety of outpatient and community-based residential alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment services are provided by regional community mental health/mental retardation centers (CMHCs). The Department's goal is for each CMHC to have a full range of treatment options available for the citizens in its region.

Mississippi SSA Contact Info:

Mississippi Division of Alcohol & Drug Abuse

Department of Mental Health

1011 Robert E. Lee Building

239 N. Lamar Street

Jackson, MS  39201

Phone: 601-359-1288 

Fax: 601-359-6295

Web: www.dmh.state.ms.us/substance_abuse_services.html 

Herbert L. Loving,

Director

herb.loving@dmh.state.ms.us 



	Treatment Facilities

	List the number of treatment centers, the type (state-funded, private nonprofit, private for profit, etc.), and their capacity in the state of Mississippi. 

In Mississippi, 115 substance abuse treatment facilities responded to the 2004 N-SSATS, reporting that there were 6,095 clients in substance abuse treatment on March 31, 2004. The survey response rate in Mississippi was 95%. [This information was taken from the National Survey of Substance Abuse Treatment Services (N-SSATS) conducted by SAMHSA.]
Facility Ownership/Operation 

Clients in Treatment on March 31, 2004 

Facilities 

All Clients 

Clients Under Age 18 

No. 

% 

No.

% 

No. 

%

Private non-profit 

56 

49% 

3,310 

54% 

153 

51% 

Private for-profit 

9 

8% 

296 

5% 

9 

30% 

Local government 

30 

26% 

1,273 

21% 

107 

36% 

State government 

16 

14% 

733 

12% 

30 

10% 

Federal government 

4 

4% 

483 

8% 

2 

1% 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs 

2 

2% 

464 

7% 

– 

– 

Dept. of Defense 

2 

2% 

19 

1% 

2 

1% 

Indian Health Service 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

Other 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

Tribal government 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

Total 

115 

100% 

6,095 

100% 

301 

100% 

List state treatment hotlines.

The Department of Mental Health has a hotline for all mental health services. This line includes substance abuse services. 1-877-210-8513
List substance abuse treatment workforce development initiatives in Mississippi.

The Division provides a number of scholarships for practitioners in the field to attend training each year. The Division is also in the process of developing a state-sponsored credentialing program for addiction counselors.




	Treatment Providers

	List the approximate number of treatment providers (frontline counselors/practitioners) in the state of Mississippi. 

There are approximately 169 licensed practitioners in Mississippi. This number includes 40 prevention specialists. The State does not require a counselor to be licensed, which means there are many more counselors providing alcohol and drug services who do not have traditional credentials.

Provide the names and contact information for the provider and credentialing associations in Mississippi.

Mississippi Association of Addiction Professionals (MAAP)

PO Box 13069

Jackson, MS  39236 USA

Phone (601) 933-4994

Fax (601) 932-8882

Web site: www.msaap.net

E-mail: msaap@bellsouth.net



	Specific Information Regarding Prescription Drugs

	Familiarity with Prescription Drug Abuse Trends

	Q1: What process do you have in place to track drug trends? 

The Division uses the Mississippi Substance Abuse Management Information System (MSAMIS). This system collects basic demographic data as well as admission and discharge data, including drug of choice. The Division is also in the process of adding National Outcome Measures (NOMS) to the  system. This will improve the Division’s ability to track trends and measure outcomes.
Q2a: What is the incidence of prescription drug abuse for your state? 

This information is not currently available, but it could be collected for any given period of time by querying the data system for “drug of choice” information.

(Information below taken from a 2006 US DEA fact sheet on Mississippi -www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/mississippi.html)

“Current investigations indicate that diversion of hydrocodone products continues to be a problem in Mississippi. Primary methods of diversion being reported are illegal sale and distribution by health care professionals and workers, “doctor shopping” (going to a number of doctors to obtain prescriptions for a controlled pharmaceutical), and the Internet. Oxycodone products (such as OxyContin®), Xanax®, and methadone were also identified as being among the most commonly abused and diverted pharmaceuticals in Mississippi.”
Q2b: Describe any (current or planned) initiatives/programs that specifically target prescription drug abuse. 

All outreach and prevention activities include prescription drug abuse, but there are not currently any specific initiatives designed to target prescription drug abuse. 

Q3: To what extent do individuals seeking treatment for prescription drug abuse request services in state supported programs? Please describe the type(s) of programs in your state that provide treatment to individuals with a prescription drug addiction.

People with a prescription drug abuse problem are treated within the state treatment system. There are no programs in place that specifically treat only prescription drug abuse.



	Familiarity with PDMP

	Q4: Explain how familiar you are with the State Prescription Drug Monitoring Program in Mississippi. If you are familiar with this program, please explain what you know. If your agency has interfaced with this program, please explain how it has interfaced.

The PMP in Mississippi has not developed to the point where the two agencies have interfaced.



	Initiatives Targeting Physicians and Pharmacists

	General Awareness/Educational Initiatives Related to Addiction

	Q5: Describe strategies that have been implemented in your state to reach out to physicians and pharmacists on addiction-related information. Were your efforts successful? Why or why not?

The Division recently targeted physicians in the state to provide information and training about Buprenorphine. This workshop was sponsored by SAMHSA. The Division continues to work with physicians to help them qualify to provide this treatment for appropriate patients. Approximately 37 physicians have become qualified since the workshop. 



	Initiatives Related to Screening, Brief Intervention & Referral to Treatment

	Q6: Describe current/planned Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) initiatives/programs that target prescribers of prescription drugs such as physicians, others authorized to prescribe prescription drugs and pharmacists? 

There are no SBIRT initiatives in Mississippi.




	Mr. Herbert L. Loving, director of the Mississippi Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services, completed this survey on August 7, 2006.
(601) 359-1288  •  herb.loving@dmh.state.ms.us


