	General Overview of the PMP

	

	General State-specific Information

	Overview

	· History: The abuse of and deaths from OxyContin in 2002 initiated the development of  legislation creating the West Virginia Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP).  The legislation was passed March 2002.  Collection of data began December 2002.
· Goal: The goal of the West Virginia PMP is to help reduce the improper use of controlled substances

· State Monitoring Authority: West Virginia Board of Pharmacy
· Advisory Board: N/A
· Drugs Monitored: Schedules 2,3,4
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	Purpose of West Virginia PMP/ Key Functions

	The main purpose of the West Virginia PMP is to provide information to those treating or investigating a specific person with a potential problem.  Hopefully the deterrence and prevention is started in the doctor’s office at the time of the initial visit.  



	Operational Details of West Virginia PMP

	Data Collection 

	All data is uploaded weekly to a secure web site from the facility.  The data is then retrieved by either someone at the BOP office or by the requestor through the web site.  When request is processed through the BOP office, a faxed request has come through.

Since March 2005, the BOP has collected all data in house.

At the present time, it is up to the practitioner (or whom ever made the request) to identify the infraction.  The West Virginia PMP does not have investigative powers out of this office.



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Licensing boards; WV State Police; court ordered subpoena; DEA; inspectors & agents of the BOP; prescribing practitioners and pharmacies.  A person needing information can either fax in a PMP request form or they can register to access the secure web site and look up the information themselves.
WV PMP is currently discussing how West Virginia University can assist with  analysis of  data.

Access to the data is limited to those groups listed above.  Also practitioners and pharmacies may receive information on those people to whom they provide treatment.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	 There is no mandate for education.
At the present time there has been no such request for information on prescription drug abuse.


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	WV PMP has no current knowledge or relationship with addiction services in West Virginia nor  have  referrals to addiction treatment occurred



