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	Overview

	· History:   The creation of ‘pilot’ electronic prescription monitoring program in southwest Virginia was spearheaded by a state senator in response to numerous deaths from oxycotin. This legislation took effect in 2003 and included a requirement for a program evaluation after the completion of one year. The evaluation completed in 2004 consisted of 11 recommendations including the formation of an Advisory Board and expansion of the existing PMP to cover the entire state and expand the controlled substances to be monitored.
· Goal: The goal of the Virginia PMP is to deter diversion and abuse of controlled substances without hindering legitimate medical use.
· State Monitoring Authority: Department of Health Professions
· Advisory Board:  An eight member advisory board formed in 2005 was authorized to develop the criteria pertaining to unsolicited practitioner reports. Members represent pharmacies, pain specialists, hospice organizations, State Police, Medical Examiners, Medicaid Fraud and the state agency overseeing addiction services.
· Drugs Monitored: Schedules II-IV


	Purpose of the Virginia PMP/ Key Functions

	The statewide expansion of the PMP allowed Virginia to streamline data collection methods and ensure that the system is user-friendly and efficient.  The PMP system strives to support efforts of prescribers and pharmacists to provide quality pharmaceutical care to their patients and to assist law enforcement investigations of controlled substance abuse and diversion.


	Operational Details of (State X’s) PMP

	Data Collection 

	Dispensers send bi-monthly reports to the PMP in one of three ways:
1. Upload reports via a secure website

2. Mail diskette, DVD or CD-rom

3. Submit reports via FTP

Dispensing pharmacy can be non-resident (mail order) pharmacies, Medical Doctors licensed to practice pharmacy in rural areas and Physicians who sell directly to their own patients such as urgent care practices or specialist  (e.g. weight loss).


	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Dispensers and Prescribes may query the PMP to receive patient prescription information.  This data is often used to determine if doctor shopping or fraudulent activities are being conducted by an individual.  Prescribers must obtain written consent from the patient before submitting an inquiry regarding the patient’s prescription history.

In addition, patient information may be requested by law enforcement and health regulatory boards for investigations of drug diversion and/or allegations of misconduct by health care providers. Medical Examiners may request information to establish patient treatment or prescription history in order to determine the cause of death.  These users must already have an open investigation prior to making a request for information.
Law enforcement officers must register with the PMP as an authorized agent. The authorization must be signed by the superintendent of the state police.


	Education and Awareness Activities

	The Virginia PMP submits articles for publication in numerous newsletters including the Board of Pharmacy, Boards of Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine.  Two one-day seminars have been conducted to increase awareness within the medical community about prescription drug abuse and the benefits of the prescription monitoring program as a tool for physicians and pharmacists to help patients.  The program also gives presentations at various professional association meetings.


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Virginia PMP posts the phone numbers of the local community services boards for individuals or health care providers seeking a treatment referral on their website.  Currently, a formal linkage does not exist between the PMP and the state agency that oversees addiction treatment and prevention services in Virginia; however the state agency is represented on the program’s advisory committee.



