	Rhode Island Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Overview

	· History: In l997, in an effort to eliminate paperwork in its duplicate prescription program for the reporting and dispensing of Schedule II drugs, the Board of Pharmacy implemented a PMP program.  From l997 to 2000, Atlantic Associates, Inc. collected and managed all technical aspects of the program.  Since 2000, the BOP/RI Department of Health has maintained the data.

· Goal: The overriding goal of the program is to protect patient’s rights to access appropriate pharmaceutical care while upholding laws against drug diversion.  The program establishes a mechanism for identifying potential cases of drug over-utilization, misuse or over-prescribing and establishing a mechanism for feedback to practitioners, referral to professional licensing boards or agencies and the law enforcement community.
· State Monitoring Authority:  Board of Pharmacy, RI Department of Health
· Advisory Board:  None
· Drugs Monitored:  Schedules II and III only
Rhode Island PDMP Contact Info:

Rhode Island Board of Pharmacy

Compliance and Regulatory Section Division of Drug Control 

205 Cannon Office Building, 3 

Capitol Hill #205 

Providence, RI 02908-5097 

Phone: 401-222-2837 

Fax: 401-222-2158

Web: www.health.ri.gov/hsr/professions/pharmacy.php 

Catherine Cordy, R.Ph. 

Acting Chief

Phone: 401-222-2840

cathyc@doh.state.ri.us 



	Purpose of PDMP/Key Functions

	The primary purpose of the PMP program is to enhance the capacity of regulatory and law enforcement agencies to collect and analyze controlled substance prescription information.   The PMP program allows the early detection of abuse trends and possible sources of diversion.  Components of the program include

1. Analysis of prescription data on a routine basis

2. Monitor compliance of pharmacies to EDT regulations

3. Respond to requests from prescribers and dispensers on their patient’s use of controlled substances

4. Respond to requests from state and local law enforcement agencies regarding open investigations pertaining to illicit prescription drug activity

5. Evaluate prescription data to perform trend analysis on the use of controlled substances in the state.

6. Identify patterns of prescriber, dispenser and patient activity consistent with drug diversion.  When appropriate, refer cases to appropriate law enforcement agencies

7. Provide information and feedback to prescribers in identifying individuals illicitly obtaining controlled substances.

8. Provide data on substance abuse trends to other public health and substance abuse programs to aid in developing policy for substance abuse prevention



	Operational Details of Rhode Island PDMP

Data Collection 

	The RI Department of Health Prescription Monitoring Program (PDMP) collects prescription data from all pharmacies licensed by the State of RI.  All Schedule II and III prescriptions are required to be submitted. Pharmacies must submit monthly on diskette, CD, or via a secure Web File Repository site.

The PMP collects data from all pharmacies licensed by the State of Rhode Island, including Retail, Institutional, and Non-Resident.  Non-Resident licensees only submit data on prescriptions mailed to Rhode Island.  We collect all Schedule II and III prescriptions using the ASAP 1995 format with certain fields required and certain optional.  

Potential incidences of drug abuse are not addressed at this time.  Criminal infractions – doctor/pharmacy shopping- are referred to law enforcement agencies.  Criminal infractions are determined by reports generated for a one month period to review number of pharmacies/prescribers patient has utilized.  


	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Information is accessed via computer – Web based online system.  Access allowed to all associated with IT and pharmacists at Board Of Pharmacy (BOP).

Data analyzed by reports generated by BOP staff for purpose of administrative complaints for pharmacies/pharmacists/prescribers. Also utilized for referring criminal activity to law enforcement.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	Not mandated at this time.  No resources for establishing programs beyond basic mandate.



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	Although the BOP is very familiar with the treatment system, no formal affiliations have been developed.


