	General Overview of the PDMP

	The Schedule II data is collected monthly on a form prescribed by the Office of Attorney General as permitted by regulation found at Title 28 § 25.201 of the Pennsylvania Administrative Code.



	Pennsylvania Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Overview

	· History: Since 2002 the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General has operated an electronic prescription filing program for Schedule II Controlled Substances.  

· Goal: To improve the ability of law enforcement to utilize data formally received in paper form since 1972.
· State Monitoring Authority: Office of Attorney General

· Advisory Board: None
· Drugs Monitored: Schedule II
Pennsylvania PDMP Contact Info:

Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General 

Drug Diversion Unit 

1000 Madison Ave., Suite 310

Norristown, PA 19403

Phone: 610-631-5937

Fax: 610-631-5944

Web: www.attorneygeneral.gov/crime.aspx?id=452 

Lawrence M Cherba, Esquire 

Senior Deputy Attorney General 

lcherba@attorneygeneral.gov 



	Purpose of Pennsylvania PDMP/ Key Functions

	The primary purpose of the PDMP is to continue the monitoring of Schedule II Controlled Substances that has been in place since 1972.  The original program required pharmacies to report to the Office of Attorney General on triplicate paper forms to eight different regional offices around the Commonwealth.  The paper system was very time consuming and labor intensive in trying to unveil trends in individual / organizational misuse of Schedule II Controlled Substances.  With over 5 million Schedule II Controlled Substances being filled in the Commonwealth each year, the use of electronic monitoring greatly enhances the ability to identify incidents and trends for follow-up and possible prosecution.



	Operational Details of Pennsylvania PDMP

Data Collection 

	All pharmacies report controlled substance data electronically each month to an outside vendor. An analysis of prescriptions filled may indicate a trend at a particular Pharmacy of misuse by a customer. An investigation is then opened.  



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Only law enforcement has access to monitored controlled substances. The information is subject to HIPAA and Pennsylvania Criminal History Information Act. Therefore availability of data to Law Enforcement is on a needed basis by the Office of Attorney General.

The computer-based data is analyzed for criminal prosecutions and trends in abuse of Pharmaceuticals.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	Education and awareness activities are not required by regulation. 



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Pennsylvania PDMP is currently used for Law Enforcement / Prosecution purposes and the identification of trends in abuse only. The program was not implemented to refer individuals for treatment.  All treatment would be the result of a prosecution and the Sentencing Court requiring a defendant to attend such treatment programs as deemed necessary.




