	New Mexico Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Overview

	· History: In the late 1990’s, the New Mexico Board of Pharmacy noted increased forgeries, reports of doctor shoppers, and practitioner requests for a system to monitor their patient’s use of controlled substances.  The New Mexico Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) was created to address these concerns and needs.

· Goal: The goal of the New Mexico PMP is to promote the public health and welfare by detecting and preventing substance abuse and encourage appropriate treatment of pain and other conditions for which controlled substances are prescribed. 
· State Monitoring Authority:  New Mexico Board of Pharmacy
· Drugs Monitored:  Schedules II,III and IV
New Mexico PDMP Contact Info:
New Mexico Board of Pharmacy 

5200 Oakland NE, Suite A 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113 

Phone: 505-222-9830 

Fax: 505-222-9845

Web: www.rld.state.nm.us/pharmacy/monitoring.html 

Larry Loring 

State Drug Inspector, PMP Director 

Phone: 505-222-9839

larry.loring@state.nm.us 



	Purpose of PDMP/ Key Functions

	The purpose of the New Mexico PMP system is to improve access to controlled substances for legitimate medical needs by allowing a practitioner or a pharmacist to obtain a patient's pharmaceutical history related to controlled substances.  Strategies implemented to accomplish this include education of the public and health care professionals regarding the nature and extent of the problem of drug abuse, appropriate prescribing and use of controlled substances, and the medical treatment options for abusers of controlled substances and pain management.


	Operational Details PDMP

Data Collection 

	Prescription data is transmitted to the board monthly and entered into a computer data base.  Data can be searched and retrieved using multiple parameters.  All pharmacies dispensing outpatient controlled substance prescriptions to patients in New Mexico.

Direct reports to the Board of Pharmacy from pharmacies and practitioners identifying fraudulent and other activities that may include forged prescriptions and doctor shoppers.  

The New Mexico PMP provides patient reports to practitioners for review.  Board inspectors gather evidence in forgery cases for future prosecution.



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Prescription information submitted to the board is confidential and not subject to public or open records laws, except in circumstances included in the enabling legislation. 
If there is reasonable cause to believe a violation of law or breach of professional standards may have occurred, the Board of Pharmacy notifies the appropriate law enforcement or professional licensing, certification or regulatory agency or entity, and provides prescription information required for an investigation.

 The New Mexico PMP reviews the prescription data utilizing protocols that define the information to be screened, prescription frequency and thresholds.  This data is used to notify providers, patients and pharmacies for purposes of education, patient management and facilitate appropriate treatment..
The New Mexico PMP is authorized to provide data in the prescription monitoring program to the following persons:
· practitioners authorized  prescribe or dispense controlled substances, 
· patients
· New Mexico medical board, board of nursing, board of veterinary medicine, board of dental health care, board of examiners in optometry, osteopathic examiners board, acupuncture & oriental medicine board, and podiatry board 
· professional licensing authorities of other states if their licensees practice in the state or prescriptions provided by their licensees are dispensed in the state;
· local, state and federal law enforcement or prosecutorial officials engaged in an ongoing investigation of an individual  in the enforcement of the laws governing licit drugs;
· human services department regarding medicaid program recipients;
· metropolitan, district, state or federal court(s) under grand jury subpoena or criminal court order;
· personnel of the board for purposes of administration and enforcement of  the monitoring system.

The board provides data to public or private entities for statistical, research, or educational purposes after removing information that could be used to identify individual patients and persons who have received prescriptions from dispensers.
Access to data is through a secure website with log-on requirements for pharmacies and practitioners who have established accounts with the program.  Data is stored on a separate server not accessible through the secure web server.  Authorized board employees prepare reports for pharmacies and practitioners from requests and post to their accounts on secure website.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	The New Mexico PMP is not mandated to provide educational programs on prescription drug addiction.  The board issued a mass mailing to practitioners with program description and instructions for registration.  The board also presents 2-hour education programs for the pharmacists in New Mexico.  These are given 22-25 times yearly and are mandatory for pharmacists.  The PMP is part of this program.



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The New Mexico PMP does not currently have a linkage with the state addiction treatment organization.  Physicians are encouraged to use the data provided by the monitoring system to take appropriate action in the care of their patients.  




