	Massachusetts Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PMP)

Overview

	History: The Department of Public Health established the PMP in 1992 pursuant to joint regulations of the Drug Control Program and the Board of Registration in Pharmacy.
Goal: The PMP seeks to address the problems of drug diversion and illicit use and abuse of prescription drugs in the Commonwealth by providing data to health care, regulatory and law enforcement communities.
State Monitoring Authority: Department of Public Health, Drug Control Program

Advisory Board: The Massachusetts Prescription Monitoring Advisory Board is appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health and includes representatives from the Department of Public Health; Executive Office of Public Safety; disciplinary authorities including the Boards of Registration in Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Podiatry,  and Veterinary Medicine; representatives of associations or societies representing professions authorized to issue or dispense prescriptions, patient interests, and privacy interests; and a person with expertise in the design and operation of secure automated data system. 

Drugs Monitored: Schedule II

Massachusetts PDMP Contact Info:

Drug Control Program

Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

305 South Street, 2nd Floor

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Phone: 617-983-6700 

Fax: 617-524-8062 

Web: www.mass.gov/dph/dcp 

E-mail: dcp.dph@state.ma.us 

Grant Carrow, Director

Adele Audet

Assistant Director

Phone: 617-983-6721

adele.audet@state.ma.us 



	Purpose of Massachusetts PDMP/ Key Functions

	The purpose of the MA PMP is to reduce the opportunities for drug abuse and misuse and diversion.  With the data from the MA PMP the Department is able to evaluate prescribing and dispensing trends, to provide educational information to health care providers and to provide case information to regulatory and law enforcement agencies concerning drug distribution and diversion. 

The Massachusetts PMP’s objectives include provision of information to assist prescribers, pharmacists and the public; to enable development of public health initiatives to address problems such as under- and over-utilization and inappropriate prescribing; to make facilitate early intervention in and prevention of drug diversion; and to assist in enforcement of laws and regulations governing licit controlled substances. A paramount objective is the strict protection of confidentiality of data.

  

	Operational Details of Massachusetts PDMP

	Data Collection 

	The program uses a computer-based, Electronic Data Transfer (EDT) system to collect prescription data. During 2005, approximately 1,200 community, clinic and hospital outpatient pharmacies in Massachusetts combined reported 2.5 million prescriptions for Schedule II drugs to the PMP system.

Medical Review Groups (MRGs), comprised of practitioners (e.g., physicians, dentists) and pharmacists, provide peer review of the medical data and assist the Department in reviewing data for release to law enforcement and regulatory agencies. Data related to over 1700 cases have been reviewed by the MRGs since 1994.



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	A limited number of staff has access to the data in the MA PMP.

To date, MA has provided no prescription histories to practitioners and pharmacists due to the absence of authorizing regulations. Proposed regulations currently in the review process will permit the MA PMP to proactively share information with practitioners and pharmacists when persons obtain controlled substances from multiple prescribers and pharmacies.

Data is analyzed by ranking the number of records reported for an individual prescriber or customer and by requests from law enforcement and regulatory agencies

The Department complies with all HIPPA requirements and state laws and regulations regarding confidentiality.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	The current MA PMP regulations do not require an educational program. The Department of Public Health has developed an extensive plan to educate pharmacies, practitioners, substance abuse treatment programs, state and local agencies, consumers and others regarding the PMP goals, purposes, operations and uses of data as soon as its new proposed regulations go into effect.

MA is developing tool kits for practitioners and pharmacists. To develop these tool kits, MA has convened a Task Force on Clinical Use of Prescription Data (TCUP) including physicians, pharmacists and other experts in pain management and substance abuse treatment, and faculty from Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Brandeis University. In addition, representatives from the MA Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, the MA Boards of Registration in Medicine and Pharmacy, PDMPs from the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Kentucky, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the National ATTC, and the IJIS Institute participated in the initial meeting of the Task Force held in June 2006.

MA expects to coordinate its development of practitioner and pharmacist tool kits with all members in and consultants to the TCUP and additional northeastern states.



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Massachusetts PDMP is prominently featured in the Commonwealth’s Substance Abuse Strategic Plan (http://www.mass.gov/dph/bsas/), which recommends enhancement and more widespread use of the program. It includes an emphasis on prevention and early intervention of prescription drug abuse. The Massachusetts PDMP has a relationship with the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services and both are organizationally located within the State Department of Public Health.  

The PDMP’s role has been to forward information on possible drug abuse to the appropriate law enforcement and regulatory agencies; any referrals made would have been initiated by those agencies. If the proposed regulation is enacted, then the PMP will begin sending prescription histories to practitioners and pharmacists. The PMP intends to provide tool kits along with the histories, including information on how to make referrals.    




