	General Overview of the PMP

	Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting (KASPER) tracks controlled substance prescriptions dispensed within the state.  KASPER is used by health care providers, law enforcement, and regulatory officials in the fight against prescription drug abuse and diversion in Kentucky. 


	Kentucky Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP)

	Overview

	· History:  The Kentucky PMP KASPER was implemented in 1999 as a response to a serious and growing problem with abuse and diversion of pharmaceutical controlled substances.  The original KASPER system was a fax-based request and response paper report system.  In 2005, Kentucky launched the Web-based version called enhanced KASPER (eKASPER).
· Goal:  The Kentucky Prescription Monitoring Program tracks controlled substance prescriptions dispensed within the state. The goal of the Kentucky All-Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting System (KASPER) is to improve patient safety and reduce diversion and abuse of prescription medications.
· State Monitoring Authority: Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Office of the Inspector General, Drug Enforcement and Professional Practices Branch
· Stakeholder Input: Kentucky utilizes focus groups to provide stakeholder input on KASPER, and to help identify recommended changes and enhancements to the program and the KASPER system. 

· Drugs Monitored: Schedules II-V


	Purpose of Kentucky  PMP/ Key Functions

	KASPER is a reporting system designed to be: 

1. A source of information for practitioners and pharmacists. 

2. An investigative tool for law enforcement and regulatory officials.


	Operational Details 

	Data Collection 

	KASPER is an electronic data collection and reporting system through which dispensers are required to report on their dispensed controlled substance prescriptions every 16 days. 
Prescribers and dispensers must register with the Kentucky PDMP KASPER system and can then request a report on a patient that they suspect may be abusing, doctor shopping or diverting a monitored controlled substance, or to assist in patient treatment. 
The KASPER report shows all controlled substance prescriptions that were dispensed to the individual for a specified time frame, including the prescriber and dispenser information.

The KASPER system has recently begun to create trend reports that aggregate data and can help to pinpoint areas of high controlled substance prescribing, dispensing, and/or usage patterns that may indicate a greater potential for possible abuse and diversion in a geographic area.  The purpose of the trend reports is twofold:

1. Aid law enforcement to better allocate  resources in areas of high risk

2. Alert health care professionals about the possibility of increased prescription drug abuse and/or doctor shoppers.


	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Access to KASPER reports are carefully controlled through credential checks and secure Web access. KASPER reports are available only to the entities and health care professionals listed below: 

· A prescriber treating a current patient, 

· Dispensers for medical and pharmaceutical treatment for a current patient, 

· Law enforcement officers for a bona fide drug- related investigation, 

· Licensure boards for an investigation of a licensee, 

· Medicaid for utilization review on a recipient, 

· A grand jury by subpoena, and 

· A judge of competent jurisdiction by court order. 
· A judge or parole/probation officer administering a drug diversion or probation program
Law enforcement can request information only for an ongoing, open drug investigation.

Kentucky PMP implements a user credentialing process to protect patient information that includes a secure web portal and  user verification.


	Education and Awareness Activities

	Continuing education on the purpose and uses of the PMP for health care professionals, attorneys and law enforcement is mandated.   The Kentucky PMP through a partnership with the University of Kentucky and University of Louisville is planning to offer Continuing Medical Education hour for this training.
The Kentucky PMP conducts training sessions that include an overview of the PMP, its purpose and operation. The session may also include an intervention component (developed and delivered by health care professionals) to provide information and resources on addiction and strategies to intervene when a problem is suspected.
The KASPER website includes information on the signs and symptoms of drug abuse, as well as the CAGE questionnaire.  CAGE is an assessment tool that asks simple yes/no questions about a person’s use of addictive substances. The website also include links and information on treatment and prevention resource
Two brochures are available one for the general public to raise awareness and the second, developed specifically for health care providers.


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	KASPER has linkage to the state Office of Drug Control Policy and lists the substance abuse treatment hotline operated by the state Department of Mental Heath and Substance Abuse (DMHSA). It currently has no formal relations with DMHSA. 



