	California Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP)

Overview

	· History: Begun in 1940, as the California Triplicate Prescription Program (TRIPS) the triple copy prescription program was aimed at reducing prescription drug abuse by regulating and monitoring the distribution of Schedule II controlled substances through the use of state-issued triplicate prescription forms.  In 1996 the California State Legislature established the Controlled Substance Utilization, Review and Evaluation System (CURES) administered by the Department of Justice to automate the collection and analysis of all Schedule II controlled substance prescriptions issued in California. Since January 1, 2005, CURES began capturing all prescribed Schedule III substances in addition to Schedule II substances. 
· Goal: CURES monitors the prescribing and dispensing of Schedule II and III controlled substances in order to reduce the potential abuse and diversion of theses substances.

· State Monitoring Authority: Department of Justice Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement
· CURES USER Group: includes those state agencies that have direct access into the system such as licensing and regulatory boards.
· Drugs Monitored: Schedule II and III.  The California State Legislature has legislation pending to include Scheduled IV controlled substances among those that are monitored by the PMP.  In addition, all Controlled Substances Schedule II-V prescriptions are required to be written on tamper resistant prescription forms. Prescription forms for controlled substance must be obtained from security printers approved by the Department of Justice (DOJ).
California PDMP Contact Info:
State of California Department of Justice

Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement

Controlled Substance Utilization, Review and Evaluation System (CURES)

4949 Broadway

Sacramento, CA 95820

Phone:  916-319-9062

Fax:  916-319-9448

Web: ag.ca.gov/bne/trips.php 

Katherine Ellis, Manager of CURES Program

P.O. Box 161089

Sacramento, CA 95820

Phone:  916-319-8463
Kathy.ellis@doj.ca.gov


	Purpose of California PDMP/ Key Functions

	The CURES system is designed to identify and deter drug abuse and diversion through accurate and rapid tracking of schedule II and III controlled substances.


	Operational Details of California’s PDMP

Data Collection 

	CURES is an automated data collection and analysis system of controlled substance prescriptions issued in California. Pharmacies input the required information onto a software platform and submit to a contract vendor by the 18th of each month. After the vendor compiles the data, notification is provided to the DOJ and IT staff retrieves that data and uploads the data to CURES.   Direct dispensers from an office based setting (MD’s and Veterinarians) submit paper reports directly to DOJ on monthly basis and is integrated into the CURES system.

The California State Legislature has legislation pending to provide for weekly reporting.


	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Only medical practitioners and pharmacies have access to CURES data for a patient under their care. Specifically, CURES provides the medical community and pharmacists with a Patient Activity Report (PAR); investigative referrals to the DOJ regional offices and ‘print outs’ are made available when an outside law enforcement agency requests information regarding an active case.   PAR contains prescribing history contained in the CURES data system for that patient by medical prescriber in California. 
In 2003,  845 PAR were requested and in the first six months of 2006 approximately 22,000 requests have been received.

CURES data allows for the analysis of high volume prescription and pharmaceutical activity thereby enabling DOJ to allocate staff resources to investigate. A pilot project underway between California and Nevada is creating the framework to allow cross state sharing of controlled substance monitoring data. The model developed by the two state’s collaboration will assist other states to form smilax collaborations to address the problem of prescription drug abuse and diversion.

The CURES system allows aggregate data reports to be generated and enable DOJ to incorporate this information for many purposes including community awareness programs and presentations to medical societies.

Standard Reports generated from CURES enable the CURES staff to alert the physician that a patient has reach a ‘threshold.’ PAR enables physicians to obtain prescribing history and take a proactive approach to address the health and safety of patients under his/her care.

DOJ adheres to a set of strict policies and procedures regarding access to information on (1) need to know and (2) right to know basis.

The Patient Activity Reports are by law considered medical information and therefore protected by the confidentiality provision of the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Civil Code §§ 56 et. Seq.). Any DOJ staff who access the protect information inappropriately are immediately terminated.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	A California law enacted in 2001 requires medical doctors to complete mandatory continuing medical education course on pain management, treatment of terminal illness and dying patients by December 31, 2006.  MD’s receiving a license after 2002 must complete this requirement within four years of issuance of their medical license.

CURES occasionally receive requests from physicians and other practitioners to provide assistance with referral to a local treatment program.  Every effort is made to support these requests.



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	A lack of treatment options, especially for the states rural citizens has prompted CURES to begin working on establishing a formal relationship with the California Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs.


