	Alabama Department of Public Health Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Overview

	History: In January 2001, the National Alliance for Model State Drug Laws, in conjunction with the Council on Substance Abuse-NCADD (COSA), held the Alabama Summit to evaluate Alabama’s resources and gaps relating to substance abuse laws, policies and services.  One of the ten work groups – the Crime Codes Committee – had as its main objective to develop a Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) for Alabama, with the primary goal of reducing prescription drug diversion and abuse.  In September 2003, the State Health Officer, who directs the Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) established  a Prescription Drug Monitoring Program in Alabama with funds from the US Department of Justice.  Responsibility for the PDMP was assigned to the State Pharmacy Director in the Office of Professional and Support Services (OPSS) at ADPH.  Legislation was introduced in the 2004 legislative session and subsequently passed into law. Mandatory reporting began April 1, 2006.
· Goal:  Prevention of diversion, abuse and misuse of controlled substances through the provision of education, early intervention and enforcement of laws that govern the use of controlled substances.

· State Monitoring Authority: Alabama Department of Public Health, Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP)
· Advisory Board: The Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Advisory Committee is comprised of representatives of medical, veterinary, podiatry, optometry, dental associations, pharmacy groups, medical examiners, hospitals and the department of public health
· Drugs Monitored: Schedules II-V

Alabama PDMP Contact Info:

Alabama Department of Public Health

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP)

Bureau of Professional and Support Services

201 Monroe Street, Suite 1010

Montgomery, Alabama 3630-3017

Phone: 334-206-5226

Fax: 334-206-3749

Web: www.adph.org/PDMP    

Patti Stadlberger, RN, BSN

Program Manager

pstadlberger@adph.state.al.us 


	Purpose of Alabama PDMP/ Key Functions

	1) To reduce the number of illegal prescriptions for Schedule II, III, IV, and V drugs, with emphasis on  hydrocodone, OxyContin and other oxycodone drugs,  2) To reduce the time and effort required by law enforcement and regulatory investigators to explore leads and assess the merits of possible drug diversion cases,  3) To educate physicians, pharmacists, policy makers and the public about the existence and extent of diversion, diversion scams, and the drugs most likely to be diverted by individuals, and 4) to  promote appropriate use of controlled prescription drugs.



	Operational Details of PDMP

Data Collection 

	Data is submitted electronically or for dispensers without automated record keeping, paper submission is available via a universal claim form transmitted by fax or mailed.  

All dispensers of controlled substances and those out-of-states dispensing for residents in the state of Alabama are required to report controlled substance prescriptions.

Alabama is in the process of developing procedures to identify possible drug abuse and fraudulent activities. 



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	The following individuals and agencies have access to controlled substance data:

1)   Authorized representatives of the certifying boards, provided, however, that access shall be limited to inquiries concerning the licensees of the certifying board.

2)   A licensed practitioner approved by the department who has authority to prescribe, dispense, or administer controlled substances, provided, however, that such access shall be limited to information concerning a current or prospective patient of the practitioner.

3)   A licensed pharmacist approved by the department, provided, however, that such access is limited to information related to the patient or prescribing practitioner designated on a controlled substance prescription that a pharmacist has been asked to fill.

4)   State and local law enforcement authorities as authorized under Section 20-2-91, Code of Alabama 1975, and federal law enforcement authorities authorized to access prescription information upon application to the department accompanied by an affidavit stating probable cause for the use of the requested information.

Certain entities have direct access to the database and they must be approved by the ADPH. Once approved, they are issued a User ID and password. Law enforcement does not have direct access to the database.  They must request a report from ADPH on an individual or practitioner and that report request must be accompanied by an affidavit.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	The Alabama PMP does not have an education mandate at present.  Resources on prescription drug abuse are being developed.  To date the PMP has not received requests for addiction related information. 



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Alabama PMP is somewhat familiar with the addiction treatment system in their state and are in the early phase of working on a resource guide. 


